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CONFIDENTIAL SANAA 0472 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SA, YE 

SUBJECT: MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR YEMEN 

1. IN FEB. 23 MEETING WITH FONMIN ABDULLAH AL-ASNAG I INFORMED 

HIM OF SECRETARY'S INSTRUCTIONS ORDERING PROMPT MOVEMENT ON FIFER 
MILITARY SURVEY TEAM REPORT AND INDICATED TO HIM THAT IN COMING 
WEEKS WE INTEND TO PRESENT RESULTS OF THIS REPORT TO THE 
SAUDIS IN EFFORT GET MOVEMENT FROM THEIR SIDE. 

2. ASNAG WAS PARTICULARLY GRATIFIED TO BE INFORMED OF SECRETARY'S 
DIRECT INTEREST IN YEMEN AND SPECIFICALLY IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
FOR YEMEN. AS SEVERAL TIMES IN THE PAST, HE POINTED OUT THAT 
PRESIDENT HAMDI AND THE YEMEN ARMY NEED US SUPPORT PROMPTLY IF 
THE YEMEN ARMED FORCES ARE EVER TO MINIMIZE THEIR DEPENDENCE 

ON THE SOVIETS WHO AT PRESENT HAVE APPROXIMATELY 1 19 
ADVISORS IN YEMEN'S ARMED FORCES. 
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